
Housing Affordability

Glossa ry ofTerm s

 A Regional Coalition for Housing (ARCH). A RC H isa pa rtnersh ip ofth e

C ountya nd 1 5 Ea stKing C ounty cities,including B ellevue,wh o h a ve joined

togeth erto preserve a nd increa se th e supply ofh ousing forlow-a nd

m odera te-incom e h ouseh oldsonth e Ea stside.

 Accessory dwelling unit. A ccessorydwelling units ( A D U ),wh ich a re

som etim esca lled “m oth er-in-la w units,”a re extra living unitscrea ted onth e

property ofa single-fa m ilyh om e.A nA D U h a s a kitch en,ba th room a nd

sleeping fa cilities.S ubjectto loca lregula tions,A D U sm a ybe loca ted eith er

inside,a tta ch ed to,ordeta ch ed from th e prim a ry h om e.

 Affordable housing. Th e U .S .D epa rtm entofH ousing & U rba nD evelopm ent

( H U D ) definesh ousing a sa fforda ble ifitsoccupa ntspa yno m ore th a n3 0

percentofth eirincom e forrenta nd utilitiesorform ortga ge,ta xes,a nd

insura nce.

 Area median income. Incom e publish ed byH U D forsta tes,countiesa nd

urba na rea sth a tisa djusted forh ouseh old size.Th e 2 0 2 1 a rea m edia nfa m ily

incom e fora one-personh ouseh old wa s $ 8 0 ,9 9 0 a nd fora four-person

h ouseh old wa s $ 1 1 5 ,7 0 0 .

 Condominium. A condom inium isrea lproperty ( inth isca se,a h ousing unit,

la nd,a nd oth erelem ents),th e h ousing unitofwh ich isowned sepa ra tely a nd

th e restofwh ich isowned incom m onbyth e ownersofth e individua lunits.

 Cost-burdened. H ouseh oldsth a tpa ym ore th a n3 0 percentofth eirincom e

forh ousing.H ouseh oldsth a tpa ym ore th a n5 0 percentofth eirincom e on

h ousing a re considered severelycostburdened.

 Faith-based organization. A norga niza tionth a tisrooted ina pa rticula r

religiousfa ith a nd ca rriesoutprogra m sa nd servicesconsistentwith th e

tenetsth a tfa ith .



 Floor area ratio. Th e rela tionsh ip betweenth e tota la m ountoffloora rea

th a tisperm itted fora building a nd th e tota la rea ofth e lotonwh ich th e

building sta nds.Forexa m ple,ifa site is1 0 ,0 0 0 sq ua re feetina rea ,a floor

a rea ra tio ( FA R) of2 .0 would a llow a building a rea of2 0 ,0 0 0 sq ua re feet.

H ouseh old.

 Housing Trust Fund. Th e A RC H H ousing TrustFund wa screa ted byA RC H

m em bercitiesin1 9 9 3 to directlya ssistth e developm enta nd preserva tionof

a fforda ble h ousing inEa stKing C ounty.Th e trustfund isca pita lized by both

loca lgenera lfundsa nd loca llycontrolled,federa lC om m unityD evelopm ent

B lock Gra ntfunds.

 Inclusionary zoning. Inclusiona ryzoning isa regula torytoolth a t

incentivizesorm a nda tesa fforda ble h ousing inexch a nge fora dditiona l

residentia ldevelopm entca pa city,genera llyh eigh t,floora rea ra tio oroth er

benefitsto th e developm ent.U ndera nincentive a pproa ch ,a dditiona l

developm entca pa city isprovided only ifth e developerelectsto provide a

certa ina m ountofa fforda ble h ousing.U nderth e m a nda tory a pproa ch ,th e

developerisreq uired to provide a fforda ble h ousing orcontribute a “fee in

lieu”forth e constructionofa fforda ble h ousing offsite inexch a nge for

ch a ngesto regula tionsoroth erbenefitsa lrea dya pplied to th e developm ent.

 Income categories

o Very low incom e:under3 0 % ofA M I

o L ow incom e:3 0 -5 0 % ofA M I

o M odera te incom e:5 0 -8 0 % ofA M I

o L owerm iddle incom e:8 0 % -1 0 0 % ofA M I( a lso referred to a sworkforce)

o A bove m edia nincom e:a bove 1 0 0 % ofA M I

 Micro-apartment. Typica llya sm a llstudio a pa rtm ent,usua llybetween2 0 0 -

3 0 0 sq ua re feet,with itsownfunctioning kitch ena nd ba th room .

 Multifamily Tax Exemption. A lso knowna s“M FTE.”A sta te la w ( RC W 8 4 .1 4 )

th a ta llowscitiesto exem ptm ultifa m ilyh ousing from propertyta xesinurba n

centerswith insufficientresidentia lopportunities.Inth isprogra m ,th e city

definesa residentia lta rgeta rea ora rea swith ina nurba ncenter;a pproved



projectsitesa re exem ptfrom a d va lorem property ta xa tiononth e

residentia lim provem entva lue fora period ofeigh tor1 2 yea rs.Th e 1 2 -yea r

exem ptionreq uiresa m inim um levelofa fforda ble h ousing to be included in

th e developm ent.Th e eigh t-yea rexem ptionlea vesth e publicbenefit

req uirem entto th e jurisdiction’sdiscretiona nd ca rriesno a fforda ble h ousing

req uirem ent.

 Supportive Housing. Residentia lfa cilitiesintended to h ouse individua lsa nd

fa m iliesexperiencing h om elessnessa nd pa ired with on-site oroff-site

supportive servicesdesigned to m a inta inlong-term orperm a nenttena ncy,

orto eventua llytra nsitionth e residentsto independentliving a rra ngem ents.

 Transit Oriented Development. A com pa ct,wa lka ble,pedestria n-oriented,

m ixed-use com m unity centered ona h igh -ca pa city tra nsitsta tion.

 Universal design. Th e designofproducts a nd environm entsto be usa ble by

a llpeople,to th e grea testextentpossible,with outth e need fora da pta tionor

specia lized design.( N a tiona lA ssocia tionofH om e B uilders).

 Virtual village. A norga niza tion,usua llysta ffed bya com bina tionof

volunteersa nd pa id sta ff,th a tprovidesservicesto pa ying subscribers,

typica lly th e elderly orth e disa bled,inorderto a llow th em to rem a ininth eir

h om es.


