Downtown Livability Initiative

Overview of process; focus on station area planning recommendations

Presentation to East Main

Station Area Plan CAC
January 27, 2015




Council Principles

Agenda Item 6

Downtown Livab; ity
Scope and Council Principles

Approved January 22, 5013

= Series of 12 principles built
upon What’s Changed

" Qutlined project scope and

The Project Scope includes the following;

* Amenity incentive system * Sidewalk widths ang landscaping
- Bul‘lding form and height = Vacant sites and buildings
* Design guidelines * Mechanical equipment screening
= NE 6th Street Pedestrian Corridor . Retyding and solid waste
. . d e t o - Light rail interface - Vendor carts
I a n * Downtown parking * Range of permitted uses
ro v I d e d g u * Vision for Downtown OLB district * Green, energy efficient, ang Sustainable developmeht forms
* Downtown signage * The Land Use Code interface with the mobility work

underway through the Downtown Transportation Plan

This is the most extensive Coge update since the adoption of the original Downtown Land Use Code 1981, In the
Intervening decades, Downtown Bellevue has evolveq dramatically, from a bedroom subugy t0.a dynamic regiona)
employment center; as well ag the City's fastest growing residentin) nelghiborhood. This project showta place particutar
“mphasis on the following changes fha: have led to and accompanteq Povmtowais ewotuion, |

Principle

© After severat development cyeles since the original 1. Refine the incentive systam to develop the
Code adaption, it has become increasingly clear what is aPPropriate balance batween private return on
working and not working wit, development incentives, investment and public benef,

© Downtown Bellevye has Csperienced a massive influ; 5, Promote elements that mage Downtown 3
Ofnew residents. This has helped create long hoped. greaturban environment while also softening
for urban qualities, butalso led to Increased frictions undesirable side effects on Downtown residents,
that occur in a dense, mixed use environment,

© Downtown has seena signiﬂcaminaease in . Increase Dovntowns eliness, straet Presence,and |,
Pedestrians angd street-leve] activity. theoveral] quality of the pedestrian environment,
© Through new development, Downtown has an - Promotea distinctive ang memorable skyline
OPPOTTUNIty to create more memorable places, that sets Downtown apartirom other cities, ang
as well as a distinctive skyline. likewise create more memorable streets, public
Spaces, and Opportunities for activities and events.

Continued on back

the nearby Botanical Garden on Wilburron Hill.
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City's Broader Livability Strategy

CAC’s Work Supplements Important Elements of Livability
" Public Safety
" Schools

" Pedestrian Safety and Convenience
= ADA Access

" Traffic Capacity

" Bicycle Access

" Public Transit

" Parks and Open Space
" “Grand Connection”




Focus of the Livability Initiative

" Targeted review of regulations that guide
Downtown land use activity

" |Important to set the stage for future
development; most extensive update
since original 1981 Land Use Code

" Implements Downtown Subarea Plan

" |Incorporates elements from Downtown
Transportation Plan Update and East Link
planning

LAND USE CODE

City of Bellevue

PEDESTRIAN CORRIDOR
AND
MAJOR PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

DESIGN GUIDELINES

ELLEVUE, WASHINGTON

5%

Design Guidelines
Building/Sidewalk Relationships

CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT
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Advisory Committee Members

Planning Commission

Transportation Commission
Planning Commission

Parks & Community Services Board
Human Services Commission
Environmental Services Commission
Arts Commission

Bellevue Downtown Association
Bellevue Chamber of Commerce
Small business representative
Architect

Downtown resident

Resident from nearby neighborhoods

City-wide representative



Overall Livability Process

WE ARE HERE
Downtown Livability CAC (May 2013-June 2014) Jan. 2015
Identification of Evaluation and Transmittal
Strategies and Committee
Alternatives Recommendations

Review of Land Refinement and Adoption

of CAC Recs.

Use Code Audits to Council

Process

On-going Public Engagement >

CAC Not the End of the Process
* CAC tasked with studying and recommending updates to Downtown Land Use Code

* CAC’s Final Report transmitted to Council on Jan. 20, 2015

e Additional work and public engagement opportunities to be included in the process
of developing/adopting specific Land Use Code amendments




Public Outreach

" Broad range of interested parties

Downtown Livabilj

SPRING 2013
FOCUS GROUP REPQRT

" Open Houses

" Focus Groups

= Walking Tours

" Community Meetings
" Website

Vue Resld,
Winter Kickofs M

eeting

* NorthRoute ——

* South Route

* Coffee *
*

E Po'"tsol'lnterest :




Committee Recommendations

" Code-related and non-code recommendations included
in CAC’s Final Report
www.bellevuewa.gov/downtown-livability-reports.htm

o Public Open Space
O Pedestrian Corridor

o Design Guidelines é?l’wfﬁi’;y;;;
o Amenity Incentive System e

o Station Area Planning
O Building Height & Form
o Downtown Parking

o Other Topics
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Key Themes

" The Great Place Strategy is working — CAC

recommendations will further progress toward g,
vision of vibrant, mixed-use center. & e
qqx"& "-‘~ %_%

" Recommendations are inter-related — they & (g‘ ‘5:4 %
should be considered in an integrated manner K ;-mmw “URBAN "5%,, '%
and are designed to work together. 5 S comermoncorrer —— ‘ﬁ.ﬂ

= N A =

" Integrating land use and transportation — the A | . . En
Downtown Livability and Downtown | ' 2
Transportation Plan recommendations have “ e y 2
been considered together. "M o ﬁ"

- . .y £,

= Walkability contributes to livability — CAC has ? MoraB\\W )
focused on the land use elements that 40 08y geners
contribute to a walkable downtown. Source: City of Bellevue Comprehensive Plan.

= Station area planning — CAC’s work furthers
Comprehensive Plan policies supportive of
transit use and transit-oriented development.

10



Focus on Station Area Planning

" Design guidelines relating to
streetscape designations,
through-block connections,
and activated areas near

stations
S >.iqn'! - = Updated vision and TOD
: -ﬂ -, opportunities for DT-OLB
-é . District

" Strong connection between
Pedestrian Corridor and the
NE 6th station

" Non-motorized connection
across 1-405 at approx. NE 5th

-NE-1ST:S T

11



FOCUS ON STATION AREA PLANNING

Design Guideline Recommendations

Lo e B . = Updated format for design
ey P :
I S guidelines; content and
: process refinements
7 N\ eegeabiadcl o " Changes along 112th Ave NE
SEREE e 0] .
CNE l. ) and portions of 110th Ave
B\ | e _
ENFE e - == u -
N = 'E-E Refinements to through
NG ] [ block connections
H | | o
H L == N
J \&" "“l\'."ruwsw N
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FOCUS ON STATION AREA PLANNING

Design Guideline Recommendations

Prototypical Examples

Pedestrian Corridor/High Streets Pedestrian Corridor/High Streets

[ g

NE {07 ST —-—] f

110th [Ave

Building / Sidewalk
Relationship Guidelines

Street Type
Pedestrian Corricor / High Street

—0ISTAVESE

s Commercial Street
Mixed Street
Neighborhood Street
Perimeter Streat

BELLEVUE VIAY SE____
I
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24
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FOCUS ON STATION AREA PLANNING

Design Guideline Recommendations

Conceptual Through-Block Connection Master Plan
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OPTIONS FOR DESIGN OF THROUGH-BLOCK CONNECTIONS

Frontage

Description

Examples

A. Retail Connection
(12 ft. clear minimum
- consistent with
existing guidelines)

Retail storefronts with generous window
transparency, pedestrian entries, weather
protection, and outdoor seating/dining areas.

B. Residential Activation
(6 ft. clear minimum)

Stoops or similar residential frontages with
private individual entries, private individual patio
frontages, lobbies/ common residential entries or
other common facilities with generous
transparency/activation elements.

C. Passive/Walk-
through
(6 ft. clear minimum)

Passive corridors that connect uses and open
spaces and featuring landscaping, lighting,
human scaled details, and other pedestrian
amenities.

D. Vehicular plus
Pedestrian Access
(6 ft. clear pedestrian
access vehicular
access TBD)

Connections could take the form of a low traffic
route where autos and pedestrians share space)
or separated access. Lighting, landscaping, and
or other design element separates autos from
pedestrians to create a safe and attractive
pedestrian route. Frontages along the sides may
be landscaped or building walls with transparency
and human scaled details that add visual interest.

E. Through-building
connection
(project specific)

Some building types lend themselves to through-
block connections open to the public during
business hours. Hotels, shopping, office
buildings, and community uses may provide a
safe and weather protected route through a block
or large scale development.




FOCUS ON STATION AREA PLANNING

Recommendations for DT-OLB District

s &T;K.M " Better connect DT-OLB District to rest of
mwm§\¥m§aiN0w Downtown w/ linkages to Wilburton
e . " CAC recommends further consideration of

............................ -DNTN-R -

% B | | | TOD opportunities associated with:

impacts.

v P 2 o Up to 350-foot tall buildings and 6.0 FAR
- = g Sagyin Aol g between NE 8th and NE 4th
o] | HE / i
- N\\== ¥ o Up to 200-foot tall buildings and 5.0 FAR
N R II-. between NE 4th and Main Street
= \is § .g | / Both areas currently 75 to 90-foot height limit
R:30 %%EEF ;.. .% DNmNG)-; and 3.0 FAR
°§§§ F— -E = |ssues to be addressed: Tower design and
N . ] .i separation; transition issues; effect of added
un mu %Z FAR/height at pedestrian scale and larger
H :'_.‘W‘”:”—ﬂ £ scale; and mitigation of any localized traffic
LDNTN-MU b —

® CAC recommended further consideration of
other Downtown height and/or FAR changes
as itemized in their Final Report
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FOCUS ON STATION AREA PLANNING

Pedestrian Corridor Recommendations

= 7 ® Extend Corridor to the east

\ o TR e LR EFFEEHAE Provide for mostly continuous

§ weather protection
%ﬂ " Better activate the Corridor
%: = Add landscaping/green elements
N\ _

§ SEE " |Integrate bicycles & wheeled

Nt : , ,
1 %;g e users to coexist with pedestrians
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FOCUS ON STATION AREA PLANNING

Pedestrian Corridor

Light rail station

Generous
pedestrian
lid extends
pedestrian
corridor
across [-405

[ |

Expanded plaza Primary pedestrian route Inviting storefronts or other
(conceptual connecting Wilburton, light amenities should face the
design below) rail station, Transit Center, pedestrian connections.
and Pedestrian Corridor

0 Pedestrian circulation part of the Pedestrian Corridor (Guidelines apply)
4-- Primary Pedestrian Corridor route

BN Building facades which must respond to Pedestrian Corridor Guidelines

17



FOCUS ON STATION AREA PLANNING

Connection Across [-405

BN - I——
- Pedestrian Corridor &

SR S SRR >

Futght

‘ rail station

Generous
pedestrian
lid extends
pedestrian
corridor

Example of 1-405
bridge concept from
stakeholder process
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More Info / Project Manager Contacts

" Visit:
" Contact: Emil King ( , 425-452-7223);
Patti Wilma ( , 425-452-4114)
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Existing Height and Density Framework (Nonres/Res)
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