
INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE (2009) 

SECTION 4603 – FIRE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR EXISTING BUILDINGS 

4603.6 Fire alarm systems.  

An approved fire alarm system shall be installed in existing buildings and structures in accordance 

with Sections 4603.6.1 through 4603.6.7 and provide occupant notification in accordance with 

Section 907.6 unless other requirements are provided by other sections of this code. 

Exception: Occupancies with an existing previously approved fire alarm system. 

 

4603.6.6 Group R-2.  

An automatic or manual fire alarm system that activates the occupant notification system in 

accordance with Section 907.6 shall be installed in existing Group R-2 occupancies more than 

three stories in height or with more than 16 dwelling or sleeping units . 

Exceptions: 

1. Where each living unit is separated from other contiguous living units by fire barriers having a 

fire-resistance rating of not less than 0.75 hour, and where each living unit has either its own 

independent exit or its own independent stairway or ramp discharging at grade. 

2. A separate fire alarm system is not required in buildings that are equipped throughout with an 

approved supervised automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 

903.3.1.2 and having a local alarm to notify all occupants. 

3. A fire alarm system is not required in buildings that do not have interior corridors serving 

dwelling units and are protected by an approved automatic sprinkler system installed in 

accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2, provided that dwelling units either have a means 

of egress door opening directly to an exterior exit access that leads directly to the exits or are 

served by open-ended corridors designed in accordance with Section 1023.6, Exception 4. 


