MEMORANDUM

TO: BELLEVUE CITY COUNCILMEMBERS
FR: FRANZ LOEWENHERZ, SENIOR TRANSPORTATION PLANNER
SU: SUMMARY OF HEARING ON TRANSIT CUTS AT BELLEVUE CITY HALL (5/15/14)

DA: MAY 27, 2014

At the May 27 Mayor’s meeting staff was asked to provide a summary of public feedback on
Metro’s transit cuts received at the May 15, 2014 Bellevue City Hall special meeting of the
Transportation, Economy and Environment (TREE) Committee. Since no official County
transcript is presently available, I'm sharing the notes | took of public testimonies
communicated at the event. Also, attached is a file of the written comments submitted at the
Union Station and Bellevue City Hall meetings.

Summary:

King County Councilmembers in attendance: Jane Hague, Rod Dembowski, Kathy Lambert, Joe
McDermott, Larry Phillips, Dave Upthegrove.

Bellevue City Councilmembers in attendance: Mayor Balducci.

1. Bellevue School District Boardmember My Lin Thai requested Metro discuss with them how
to ensure students arrive on time and participate in activities after school. She emphasized
equity as an important consideration.

2. Associated Student Government representative pulled together 640 signatures from
Bellevue College students requesting maintenance of RT 271 service through the campus.

3. Student with disability (wheelchair) testified about challenges accessing Bellevue College
campus from 148" Ave NE. [There was a lot of sensitivity on the part of Dembowski and
Lambert]

4. Mr. Alex Zimmerman spoke about the need to hold costs down before asking for more
money. [He was asked to leave after a lengthy rant.]

5. Francois Larrivee (Hopelink) spoke about needing to maintain lifeline service to vulnerable
citizens (suburban poor).

6. Patrick Green, on behalf of faculty and staff at Bellevue College, requested retaining direct
service of RT 271 through campus.

7. Sharon, parent of BSD high school student, spoke about difficulty of teenagers arriving on
time to school and need to maintain RT 271.

8. Me-Hei relies on RT 927 service — concerned about reduction proposal.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
23.

24,
25.

26.

27.

Todd Woosley voted no on Prop 1. Offered three solutions for Metro: (i) provide subarea
equity; (ii) increase fares; (iii) cost control.

Elisabeth (Lake Hills in Bellevue) spoke favorably about Metro operations. Keep 226 and
245,

Brandon (Rose Hill neighborhood) spoke about the need to maintain speed and reliability
along arterials for buses for the benefit of all road users.

Kevin O’Conner (Bellevue College teacher) is an avid transit user who relies on RT 271. He
works in the evening with international/ESL students and they need quality/safe bus service
through the campus.

Tamara, Bellevue School District teacher spoke in favor of retaining RT 271 bus service
through Bellevue College for high school students who rely on service co

August Nihaus (Hopelink) from Tukwilla spoke about social equity considerations for
suburban poor.

Scott, a stroke survivor, uses bus service every day; that said, he said that Metro needs to
live within its means.

Boardmember on Hopelink, Redmond resident, spoke about community’s reliance on
transit. Mobility leads to self-sufficiency.

Anne, Mercer Island, spoke in favor of retaining RT 205.

Anne, requested holding off on cuts beyond the immediate Sept 2014.

Will Knedlick spoke about Metro’s operating costs being too high. The agency needs to find
cost savings strategies.

Brian Williams, student at Bellevue College, spoke about route RT 271 not extending out to
Issaquah from Eastgate.

Wendy, Downtown Bellevue QFC worker, relies on evening service to get to/from
employment from Eastgate area (246 and 271).

Lauren, CEO Hopelink, spoke about impacts to low income community.

Joyce, Snoqualmie Valley and works in South Lake Union, concerned about loss of bus
service connections.

Ms. Kiehl, spoke about loss of RT 215.

Glen Burnett, Bellevue College student, spoke about need to preserve RT 271 through
campus.

Mayor Balducci complimented Council on what they’ve tried to do to preserve the

service. Commented on our letter to Council re: RT 271. Acknowledged difficult

decision. [Dembowski requested that Bellevue resend our January letter so that they can
reconsider the 271 request. Hague spoke favorably about our Transit Master Plan coming
before the County’s TREE Committee — to give a presentation. Dembowski concurred with
the idea].

Nicolas, spoke in favor of RT 271.

Attachment: Written comments submitted at the Union Station and Bellevue City Hall meetings
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testify online at www.kingcounty.gov/council/testimony.

Thank you for attending our public hearing.

o proposed M pe By (52, (P
Ml biso T jote fpon pibiin o
dOmﬂ\fwm Septle

SR {-,ﬁ” ;4/\@%0 leA 7[7 W ct sho/| L
Yo tdd e slop Lor (ot mpl Lt
fﬂM A0 s.-ri Wt 7271 TS

*‘;’f/ . *;/ N !(_‘L-..-vf

/{'S‘b s [90 ¢ (1

(% provh ppilry For pidn 04 Zrot-
A ‘J / 2

For the Record

P MSL\U(O(/\

Name:*
= i
Address* ‘1 SOUkh )/w)v‘” v "‘( 9 "_J gz,/tl/c/
Email: XM . \f‘s\’\\ Rz L-.f\-\}«" h\ Phone: M’ =
*Required 7/0@’ "t/\/)fé 15



Ll L)

King County King County
Public Testimony Public Testimony

Please use this card to provide written testimony. Your comments will be
distributed to Councilmembers and entered into the record. You may also
testify online at www.kingcounty.gov/council/testimony.

Thank you for attending our public hearing.

Please use this card to provide written testimony. Your comments will be
distributed to Councilmembers and entered into the record. You may also
testify online at www.kingcounty.gov/council/testimony.

Thank you for attending our public hearing.

T Cofni g pyv & A Caol (- \j&/f#&c/l L— d/M L/ aridevigp

Or 2 4o TAS e 92 13 o kﬁw%\?}/ 2.
Thic 6 Doow ow M & BACK. THESR fUCER C«/Of@%«/ 6&%/@ e ,éaw? teosd
W RLUST Mptes ST I 6 goopl L CRowDED, ey, W:Z/,Zs,w/v&ﬁ/ VEy SO o
Aomh ity S FuBn JoPh AT MCHT. oL e 22 cputs. A il ool

[MECHMLES Rphuce 1 ONE Linf - —E2f Wwa@q/?@d atorerd +
(1) Wiru 4 L gl Lofiie Co Mm (- S0 M Bz, PRgAE A& g g >
oipg. Thh 13 oire Rov Molf L. Lo Z{/%M zoe A =
Clocpotiy Bort T oot IMACELE. oz A At b)) Koo 77/

bels (CorMC- To Covd R T Lo AP- Mws T Tz J4) M/AMZ c;é,Z;éd/_:/g_,

(oM 3 BLSES. # Loko .

For the Record For the Recor
r'\\C 8\’/ fz /’/f Name:* f %

Name:* s
Address*_ 13§ ot | A A’\JQ Pl Address:* ?CF /-S4 77’[/4,,% S

Email:_p }\c p/3m lc,k QJ ,Phone: 20 gﬁZ'Z*(S“ZL Email;_ze0=>¢E ~_Phone: K06~ 93Y~ 5/7/;/1
* Required !' @ egk ’{Lk (( f\/<_/l 61‘- * Required



King County
Public Testimony

Please use this card to provide written testimony. Your comments will be
distributed to Councilmembers and entered into the record. You may also
testify online at www.kingcounty.gov/council/testimony.

Thank you for attending our public hearing.

Cutling mesn Fmduw., s a
—TKA\/&Q Thi¢ i bad frv Shul AWS
12y low ~1neeme dvmd no—inamae

es dents  and VY Y WO UAS
roeds 1 m+ Haoe Hoy patd ) @0,
Dledse 6 cvengors who clepovds’
™ M, eé,wmzﬂqm DKI\/Z:QS
who will Jose Hoin jobd. This

K <Dy mpnf&?vwf’ /

For the Record

Name:* Oﬁ'rdl/( Shnelson
Address:*_| !50 N l‘fi’l“ds* P\'PJ" (007
Email: (,.W&;{ .9%1m4Cammfdr ).C8bhone: A A 9_333

* Required

King County

Public Testimony

Please use this card to provide written testimony. Your comments will be
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Please use this card to provide written testimony. Your comments will be
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testify online at www.kingcounty.gov/council/testimony.
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— Jledase refain Tl Bytes Seyving fhe Stavlake barle ¢vlider 162, (90
éf Lf}dé/fZ a/,ﬁffﬂdrflz ¢ {fx:/ 180 QA 172 weuld leme 72{,,0@&(.:
With no bys sepvice ~zll «Whal = Wit Sk a-/ a ’*2‘/'5/74 2h for, )
5‘544’:&7 wacle SCy el B ane SIATIENCT F&ule B Om Ylteraa b, f__(y}‘f
Thom &Mfc'n?*mt’fw 7S quile @421 or. > 7 ,7

| — L imih te 179 nwenld pauf busicads rf‘,‘ﬁfa“ le2n T e

5&"&&5”—4 ;‘ffff f,?./fc J?{ whireh 7s (r’//?'(-’r(7 AWCWM

era ”/"’?/ éf’?”’h(

| 2 ;%, WﬁNT'fZ {..Lﬁza mwaz s ‘,??’zfi:ﬂf/ Toe I-5 Comridor T?’R’/T?(
;a. }/!Wf",ufﬁ dnd g-’ ;rﬁ’)dﬁ;faa Fase %7?5 :?4&1214 Zé pat e~
] evér worse,

A mihimum, péphaps Sewe of Thes€ Foufcs Could oo
combined i ;ﬁdnr—)‘b F&&n [7Aue 5éfbla/ﬁ Star Lake

._.u ¢ Elr 572z “j’()’!q,f’&w& i t_‘-)‘nrvv e {d(_,; nice,
i “‘zc,tﬁ_g,ﬁ-— 7 ﬁuw{ Jhedvre  In erdes 1o b-(m;{;‘-[_‘
c’afr e

A .énuj Coren ey

i Vl/£ /fo:?( Wff Wf//' /’7729 /CMVVIJ(D'W"’I gf%\f{’{r’

ng;k._ {ler LpVi"" -"r j’ééﬁg
/
For the Record W 7&4” :
Name:* _Mdry Peth, Dah |
Address:* 294 /(7 58 e 5., Au éﬁéffm; WA F6c0)
Email:_yybdah [f Corrcironin . Comq  Phone: 2.86-592-2579

* Required

King County

Public Testimony

Please use this card to provide written testimony. Your comments will be
distributed to Councilmembers and entered into the record. You may also
testify online at www.kingcounty.gov/council/testimony.

Thank you for attending our public hearing.
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testify online at www.kingcounty.gov/council/testimony.

Thank you for attending our public hearing.
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Please use this card to provide written testimony. Your comments will be
distributed to Councilmembers and entered into the record. You may also
testify online at www.kingcounty.gov/council/testimony.

Thank you for attendlng our public hearing.

KV EASE QUIT Z1Be p0 i
.V/,:A T CES

AN L /\/& %

For the Record

Name:* /4/47C§ ng
Address.*z /40""}’:_/:’ / S/L“A C‘/A gg-/&o)

Email: Phone:?ﬁﬁ_ég ‘*-/53’4

* Required




King County

Public Testimony

Please use this card to provide written testimony. Your comments will be
distributed to Councilmembers and entered into the record. You may also
testify online at www.kingcounty.gov/council/testimony.

Thank you for attending our public hearing.
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testify online at www.kingcounty.gov/council/testimony.

Thank you for attending our public hearing.
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distributed to Councilmembers and entered into the record. You may also
testify online at www.kingcounty.gov/council/testimony.
Thank you for attending our public hearing.
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King County

Public Testimony

Please use this card to provide written testimony. Your comments will be
distributed to Councilmembers and entered into the record. You may also
testify online at www.kingcounty.gov/cou ncil/testimony.

Thank you for attending our public hearing.
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King County
Public Testimony

Please use this card to provide written testimony. Your comments will be
distributed to Councilmembers and entered into the record. You may also
testify online at www.kingcounty.gov/council/testimony.

Thank you for attending our public hearing.
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Testimony of Pamela Masterman Stearns

CUTS TO BUS ROUTE #33 WILL HURT THE NATIVE COMMUNITY
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My name is Pamela Masterman Stearns. | am a member of the Tlingit Tribe and | am testifying
in strong opposition to the County’s proposed revision of Metro Route #33.

The proposed revision would eliminate the current service to the heart of Seattle’s Indian
Community — the Daybreak Star Indian Cultural Center.

Daybreak Star is an important part of the Native American community and provides education,
training, family assistance, and jobs assistance. The Center also provides an extremely important
cultural and spiritual center where individuals, families, and tribes can gather to hold
ceremonies, memorial services, traditional dances and drumming, and storytelling.

The County’s decision cuts a public program that provides access to important services that
serve Native American children, families, and elders. The County’s decision also ignores the fact
that the percentage of bus riders going to Daybreak Star are overwhelmingly Native American.
Thus, the effect of the cuts will fall disproportionately on Native Americans.

The County’s decision will increase the inequality already pervasive in the County between the
haves and the have-nots. The elimination of the bus Route to Daybreak Star hurts Native
American families who are among the most economically disadvantaged in the City, the County
and the State.

Let there be no mistake — the elimination of the Daybreak Star route will widen racial inequality
in the County and most likely violate our civil rights.




Testimony of Chris Stearns

CUTS TO BUS ROUTE #33 WILL HURT THE NATIVE COMMUNITY
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My name is Chris Stearns. | am a member of the Navajo Nation and | am testifying in strong
opposition to the County’s proposed revision of Metro Route #33.

The proposed revision would eliminate service to Seattle’s Daybreak Star Indian Cultural Center.
There is no question that the County’s action will disproportionately impact Native Americans.
The question is whether this will rise to a violation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act.

Title VI provides that: "No person in the United States shall on the ground of race, color, or
national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to
discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance." The U.S.
Transportation Department’s Title VI implementing regulations prohibit both intentional racial
discrimination and disparate impact racial discrimination.

King County Title VI Policy Statement provides that, “King County further assures every effort
will be made to ensure nondiscrimination in all of its programs and activities, whether those
programs and activities are federally funded or not.” In its 2013 Title VI Program Report, King
County wrote, “Metro and its parent government body, King County, have a deep and long-
standing commitment to the principles embodied in Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.”

The cuts to service to Daybreak Star contradict this commitment.

The cuts will have a negative, disproportionate, discriminatory effect on Metro’s Native
American riders to Daybreak Start who are largely transit-dependent riders, and will cause
irreparable harm. Thus, King County’s actions disparately treat Native Americans in its delivery
of services.




